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LINDA HARTZELL, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, SEATTLE CHILDREN’S THEATRE: 

Nomination for the 2015 Governor’s Individual Arts Award 

“In Japan, certain master artists are declared ‘National Treasures’ - in Washington State,  
Linda is our treasure. For thirty-plus years she has been providing generations of children 

 with the best theater in the country - funny, smart, compassionate, thought-provoking, passionate,  
and wildly entertaining. We have been so lucky to have her leadership and her artistic vision." 

~ Robert Schenkkan 
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winning playwright 

 

Creative.  Visionary.  Inspiring. These words describe Linda Hartzell, the beloved Artistic Director of 
Seattle Children’s Theatre (SCT) for 31 years and a nationally and internationally respected authority on 
Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA).  Linda is acknowledged as both an outstanding “generative artist 
and arts leader” by the arts and education community here in Washington and by leading professional 
theatre artists and executives around the world.  She has worked tirelessly and successfully to bring the 
highest quality theatre to the children and families of our region, and has established SCT as a center of 
excellence for children’s theatre, bringing attention and acclaim to Seattle and Washington State.   On 
behalf of the board, staff, artists, supporters and audiences of SCT, it is my heartfelt pleasure to 
nominate Linda Hartzell for the 2015 Governor’s Individual Arts Award.   
 
Linda has received many of the highest honors in her field.  In 1998, she was invested as a Member of 
the College of Fellows of the American Theatre at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, DC.   ASSITEJ, the International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People 
presented Linda with the Artist of Excellence Award in 2011; and the Children’s Theatre Foundation of 
America  presented her with the prestigious Orlin Corey Medallion award in 2013, for contributing to 
the cultural enrichment of children and youth through artistic work in theatre.   
 
Locally, in an award that is very close to her heart, Linda was honored in 1994 by the University of 
Washington College of Arts and Sciences with the Distinguished Achievement Award.  In 2001, she 
received the Gregory Falls Sustained Achievement Award, given by Theatre Puget Sound.   In 2006, she 
received the City of Seattle’s Mayor’s Arts Award; in 2008, ArtsFund’s award for Outstanding 
Achievement in the Arts; and in 2012, Seattle Metropolitan Magazine’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
So what is it about Linda Hartzell that has earned all this acclaim and makes her worthy of the 
Governor’s Arts Award?  To begin, Linda’s leadership has transformed SCT physically from a small group 
using borrowed performance space at the Woodland Park Zoo to an established theatre with an annual 
budget of more than six million dollars and a permanent home at Seattle Center.  SCT’s facility includes 
two performing venues, the 482-seat Charlotte Martin Theatre and the 285-seat Eve Alvord Theatre, 
along with the Allen Family Technical Pavilion which houses the paint, costume, prop, and scene shops 
as well as rehearsal and classroom spaces.  Completed in 1996, we believe that SCT was the first self-
contained theatre complex built for young audiences in the nation, a frequent model for other theatres.  
 



 
 

More important than the physical facility is the artistic work that Linda has led SCT to create and 
produce.  Since 1975, SCT has produced 235 plays including 110 world premieres.  Since her arrival in 
1984, Linda has directed 64 of those plays, including 47 world premieres.  She is esteemed by 
playwrights due to her ability as a dramaturg, recognizing the stories that will engage and challenge 
children, and using her skill to help playwrights develop their scripts, often into award-winning dramas 
that expand the repertoire of plays for young audiences worldwide.  The best playwrights writing for 
young audiences today find a home working with Linda at SCT and come back again and again – Robert 
Schenkkan, Suzan Zeder, Y York, John Olive, Steven Dietz, and Finegan Kruckemeyer, to name a few.    
 
At the heart of Linda’s philosophy and skill is the cherished ideal that children are worthy of the utmost 
respect.  Under her leadership, SCT has been committed to offering young people the highest quality 
experience that respects both their intelligence and their vulnerability, challenging them artistically and 
intellectually at age-appropriate levels, and never “talking down” or pandering to trends.   That is an 
attitude that has provided for SCT’s education programs to grow and flourish.  In fact, Linda’s attention 
to education as a vital part of a living theatre has contributed to an atmosphere that is process-oriented, 
positive, and safe for children to experiment and stretch their creativity.   
 
Perhaps most important to this nomination is Linda’s extraordinary example of collaboration. She has 
served on the board of Theatre Communications Group, and is a former vice president of the United 
States Center for the International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People (ASSITEJ/USA). 
Currently, Linda sits on the board of the Stage Directors and Choreographers Society. 
 
Linda is always quick to give the credit for her success to others.  This generosity of spirit makes her a 
leader of leaders, one who is able to attract and inspire the most talented professionals to work with her 
and SCT.  She treats everyone with warmth and compassion, nurturing their strengths and inspiring 
them with her own dedication and drive.  Allen MacInnis, Artistic Director of Young People’s Theatre of 
Toronto, has worked with Linda for years, leading to an exchange of plays in the upcoming season.  Says 
Allen:  “Linda Hartzell is one of America’s national treasures and her continuing enthusiasm for young 
audiences is utterly inspiring. We take it as the highest compliment that she would host our production 
and share one of hers with our Toronto audiences.” 
 
Linda Hartzell has made an enormous contribution to the theatre arts in our state, the nation, and the 
world.  Her work will live on in the legacy of SCT, in the wonderful plays she has helped to create, in the 
talented people she has inspired and encouraged, and – most of all – in the hearts of the millions of 
children she has introduced to the joy of live theatre meant especially for them.   
 
We hope you will honor Linda Hartzell with the 2015 Governor’s Individual Arts Award.  Thank you very 
much for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Interim Managing Director 
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BIOGRAPHY – LINDA HARTZELL 

Artistic Director, Seattle Children’s Theatre 

 

Linda Hartzell has been the Artistic Director of Seattle Children’s Theatre and its Education Programs 
since 1984. She has directed more than 64 plays for SCT, including 47 world premieres of plays such as 
James and the Giant Peach, Mwindo, Dick Whittington and His Cat, The Red Badge of Courage, Holes, 
The Hoboken Chicken Emergency, Afternoon of the Elves, When I Grow Up I’m Gonna Get Some Big 
Words, Pink and Say, Still Life with Iris, The Odyssey, The Taste of Sunrise: Tuc’s Story, The Rememberer, 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Addy: An American Girl Story, Goodnight Moon, Busytown and A Single 
Shard.  She received her BA in Education from the University of Washington and was a faculty member 
of Lakeside School in Seattle from 1977 to 1992, where she taught drama. 
 

In addition to SCT productions, Ms. Hartzell has directed The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe at the 
Syracuse Stage and developed a new toddler production, Dot & Ziggy, which premiered at Chicago 
Children’s Theatre.  Her directing credits in the Northwest include the productions of Lemons, Nuts and 
Creeps for The Group Theatre;  Kitchen, Church and Kids and The Fabulous Sateens Spill the Beans for 
Empty Space Theatre;  and The Grapes of Wrath for Intiman Theatre.  She has directed the Seattle 
Repertory Theatre’s Mobile Outreach Bunch (MOB), and was the director for the original production of 
Angry Housewives at the Pioneer Square Theatre.  During the summer of 1991, Ms. Hartzell worked 
with One Reel Productions in Seattle and Furusato Caravan to create and direct Labor of Love, a play 
that toured both Japan and the United States.  Labor of Love was remounted in 1992 and performed as 
part of the Olympic Arts Festival in Barcelona, Spain.  She also directed the Australian premiere of 
Afternoon of the Elves for Adelaide’s Windmill Performing Arts and the State Theatre Company in 
Sydney in August 2004.  Ms. Hartzell has been instrumental in developing Connecting Stories, a cross-
cultural exchange program with theatre artists in the U.S., The Netherlands, and Iran, which brought 
Iranian performance artist Yaser Khaseb to Seattle to kick-off the 2009-2010 season. 
 

Ms. Hartzell was formerly on the board of the national organization, Theatre Communications Group 
(TCG), serving as secretary.  She is a former vice president of the United States Center for the 
International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People (ASSITEJ/USA), and currently sits on 
the board of the Stage Directors and Choreographers Society.  
  

Ms. Hartzell was invested as a Member of the College of Fellows of the American Theatre in 1998 at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, and received the international 
ASSITEJ Award for Artist of Excellence in 2011. In 2013, Linda was awarded the Orlin Corey Medallion 
Award by the Children’s Theatre Foundation of America.   
 

In 1994, she was honored by the University of Washington College of Arts and Sciences with the 
Distinguished Achievement Award, and received the Women of Achievement award from the Seattle 
Chapter of Women in Communications.  Seattle newspapers voted Ms. Hartzell one of The Ten Best of 
Puget Sound in 1996 for “giving Seattle one of the best playhouses for children in the nation.” In 2001, 
Ms. Hartzell was honored with the Gregory Falls Sustained Achievement Award given by Theatre Puget 
Sound.  Other honors include the Seattle Mayor’s Arts Award in 2006, and ArtsFund’s Outstanding 
Achievement in the Arts award in 2009.   
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AWARDS AND HONORS TO SEATTLE CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
Under Linda Hartzell’s Leadership 

 

2014  American Theatre Magazine chooses SCT’s world premiere production of James and the 
Giant Peach for the cover. 

2014  SCD Magazine features a cover story on Linda Hartzell speaking with playwright Y York on 
creating theatre for young audiences. 

2010 The Wall Street Journal and TYA (Theatre for Young Audiences) Today Magazine recognize 
SCT as a leader in Toddler Theatre for work with The Green Sheep. 

2006 Mayor's Arts Award for contribution to the cultural vitality of our region. 

2004 TIME Magazine's #2 ranking in the top five children's theatres in the nation. 

2004 Tibet Through the Red Box receives the AT&T: OnStage® award, making Seattle Children's 
Theatre the only theatre for young audiences to receive the prestigious award for three 
productions. 

2002 Holes receives the AT&T: OnStage® award. 

2001 $50,000 award from The Pew Charitable Trust and Theatre Communications Group to 
continue a multi-year-collaboration with Speeltheater Holland, internationally acclaimed 
puppet artists from The Netherlands. 

2000 Cyrano performed at the opening night festivities of Theatre Communication Group's 
annual conference; this is the first such invitation offered to a theatre for young audiences. 

1999 The Book of Ruth receives the AT&T: OnStage® award, making us the first theatre for 
young audiences to be so honored. 

1999 Cyrano performed at The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. 

1997 $100,000 award from The Pew Charitable Trust and Theatre Communications Group to 
facilitate a collaboration with Speeltheater Holland. 

1996 Still Life With Iris granted a Kennedy Center Fund for New American Plays award; the first 
time a script for young audiences had been so honored. 

1993 $500,000 National Arts Stabilization Fund award to create a working capital reserve; the 
first time a theatre for young audiences was so honored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Linda Hartzell Bio – Page 3 

 

 

ABOUT SEATTLE CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
Linda Hartzell, Artistic Director, since 1984 

 

Since 1975, Seattle Children's Theatre (SCT) has served the mission “to provide children of all ages access 
to professional theatre, with a focus on new works, and theatre education.”  SCT has grown from a small 
organization performing at the Woodland Park Zoo into one of the most respected professional theatres 
for children and families in America.  To consistently create the highest quality theatre for our young 
audiences, SCT commissions acclaimed playwrights from throughout the United States and the world to 
create exciting original works, as well as to adapt familiar beloved children's books for the stage.  SCT has 
produced more than 235 plays--including 110 world premiere productions--inspiring, entertaining and 
educating more than four million children over the years, and adding to the repertoire of plays for young 
audiences worldwide. 
 

SCT produces five to six plays a season at our Mainstage theatres at Seattle Center – the Charlotte Martin 
Theatre (482 seats) and the Eve Alvord Theatre (275 seats) – serving approximately 130-150,000 children, 
families and teachers.  All productions are developed specifically for young audiences with the goal to 
stimulate their imaginations and encourage independent, creative and critical thought.  SCT maintains a 
full performance schedule of school shows and public performances every week during the school year. 
With access for all children at the heart of our mission, and working in collaboration with schools and 
community organizations, SCT works to ensure that children from all socio-economic backgrounds are able 
to attend our live performances and benefit from the accompanying educational resources. 

 

MAINSTAGE:  As Seattle Children's Theatre looks forward to our 2015-16 season – the 41th season for SCT 
and the 32nd for our Artistic Director, Linda Hartzell – we are pleased to be presenting six Mainstage 
productions with great appeal for our family and school audiences.  Each of these productions also serves 
as the basis for the companion educational resources SCT creates to support classroom curriculum, made 
available free, on-line to teachers and the public.   

 

* Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are In A Play!” (ages 4+):  October 8 – November 29, 2015 
* Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (ages 6+):  November 5 – December 27, 2015 
* Where the Wild Things Are (ages 3+):  January 27--February 21, 2016 
* Hana’s Suitcase (ages 10+):  January 21 – February 7, 2016 
* Brooklyn Bridge (ages 9+):  February 25 – March 20, 2016 
* Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (ages 3+):  April 14 – May 22, 2016  
  

ARTS EDUCATION:  SCT is well established as an arts education institution, with our major programs 
continuing to be strong and popular. 
* School Children Access Program (SCAP): provides educational support and helps defray the cost of all 
SCT tickets for students, teachers, and chaperones by providing substantially subsidized and free tickets to 
all visiting school groups.  Last year more than 50,000 children and teachers participated in SCAP. 
* Drama School: offers year-round drama instruction on-site at SCT and at satellite locations; the program 
is geared to students ranging from pre-K through the twelfth grade. Last year we offered 281 classes, 
serving 3,421 students. 
* Education Outreach: offers workshops and residencies on-site in classrooms, as well as professional 
development opportunities for teachers.  The teaching artists in our Educational Outreach program spent 
more than 1,100 hours in classrooms throughout the community, serving 5,526 students, with nearly 20% 
from disadvantaged schools. 
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Much of SCT's accomplishment in education is ongoing and process-oriented with a strong measure of our 
success being our leadership position in the arts education community.  SCT is the lead organization for the 
state's Teaching Artists Training Lab, a professional development initiative focused on supporting arts 
education as part of basic education in K-12 schools.  We are a lead partner for the summer teacher 
training program Bringing Theatre into the Classroom.  SCT is also a Creative Advantage partner (an 
initiative of the Seattle Public Schools, the Seattle Arts Commission, and The Seattle Foundation) with the 
goal of providing all students in Seattle public schools with access to a continuum of arts classes by 2020. 
 
In everything we do, Seattle Children's Theatre is dedicated to offering professional theatre and related 
educational programs that inspire imagination and possibility for children.   

 



 

 

           

 

 
 
August 2, 2015   
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I’m writing with a full heart and unabashed enthusiasm to nominate Linda Hartzell, longtime Artistic Director of 
Seattle Children’s Theatre for a Governor’s Arts and Heritage Award.  My full heart and enthusiasm are nothing to 
the unstoppable energy and conviction Linda has brought to her work over the past 31 years, as she’s built one of 
the two most important children’s theatre companies in the nation, pioneering the field of theatre for young 
audiences, reshaping its dramatic literature, and, in the process, building a singular theatre in the city of Seattle.  
She’s a gift to the state, the nation and the fields of theatre and education. Like her, the theatre she’s grown is a 
leader. 
 
I arrived in Seattle a year ago, after nearly 30 years working in the New York theatre and writing about the national 
theatre.  I’ve known Linda’s work for most of those years and admired it the whole time.  During my year as 
Executive Director of the University of Washington, School of Drama, I’ve had a chance to see much of it firsthand.  
Seattle Children’s Theatre is the theatre of choice for my family and me, and for many of our friends.  In part this is 
because, unlike so much of the fifty-year-old regional theatre movement, SCT has stayed on mission.  Linda has 
kept it true to mission. She has refused to dumb down her theatre’s work for family audiences or to pander to 
them.  At the same time, she draws from and creates work remarkably attuned to her theatre’s young audiences, 
work of quality comparable that on any of our stages.  (I’m thinking, this season, of the compelling, four-person 
Robin Hood, which was as inventive and alive as anything I saw in my first year in Seattle. I’m not surprised it’s 
headed to NYC for a run on Broadway this fall.) 
 
Linda’s two-decade collaboration with playwright Y York, beginning with the seminal Afternoon of the Elves, is an 
example of her national artistic leadership.  That play, developed and produced by SCT in 1993, changed the game 
for children’s theatre in America and began a shift towards more challenging subject matter and the involvement 
of a generation of significant playwrights not previously identified with children’s theatre.  Linda’s expansion of the 
possibilities of Children’s theatre has never ceased.  In 1994 she became the first theatre person to receive the 
Distinguished Alumni Award from this University’s College of Arts and Sciences, just one of a slew of deserved 
awards in her singular career. 
 
If there’s anyone working in the theatre in Washington State who is deserving of the Governor’s Arts and Heritage 
Award, it is Linda Hartzell. She has married artistic excellence and educational efficacy, institutional ambition and 
social betterment.  She is a national treasure, and a local one.  I hope you’ll honor her with this important award. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 



 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE & DANCE  
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

 
1 University Station  •   D3900  •  Austin, Texas  •  78712-0362 •  512-471-5793 •  FAX:  512-471-0824 

 
August 4 ,2015 
 
 
Glenda Carino 
Governor’s Arts and Heritage Awards 
Washington State Arts Commission 
PO Box 42675 
Olympia, WA , 98504-2675          
 
Dear Ms. Carino, 
 
 It is my distinct honor to write in the support of the nomination of Linda Hartzell, Artistic Director of 
Seattle Children’s Theatre for your consideration for Governor’s Arts Award for 2015.  In 1989 Seattle Children’s 
Theatre received this prestigious award, but it is time to move beyond recognition of the accomplishments of 
the organization, to honor the beating heart and creative soul of SCT, Linda Hartzell. Under Linda’s inspired 
leadership SCT has grown from a tiny facility housed in an auditorium at the Seattle Zoo staffed mostly with 
volunteers, to a magnificent multi-million-dollar facility, the first self-contained theatre complex built for young 
audiences in the nation. Today SCT is arguably the most highly respected, internationally recognized 
professional theatre for young people in the country largely due to Linda’s steady hand at the helm.  Known for 
the highest caliber of artistry in the creation of new and classic plays for young and family audiences, 
innovative educational programming and fiscal responsibility and administrative ethics, SCT has brought honor 
to the city of Seattle and the state of Washington. 
  
 Both Linda and SCT have received many honors and awards such as The Gregory Falls Sustained 
Achievement Award, The ASSITEJ Award of Excellence, (an international honor), The University of 
Washington College of Arts and Sciences Award, where Linda stands as the only female theatre artist among 
politicians, philanthropists, scientists and poets.  Behind all of the accolades and honors stands a kind, generous, 
wildly talented individual: Linda Hartzell. 
 
As a producer and director Linda is a fierce advocate of new plays and does not shy away from difficult, 
controversial and serious subjects. As a dramaturgical collaborator she works tirelessly to be sure that plays are 
well crafted and will resonate with young people. She has an uncanny sense of how children will respond to a 
character, situation or a line of dialogue. Plays are workshopped until they are truly the best they can be, which 
benefits both the playwright and the audience.  It has been my honor to have eight of my own plays 
commissioned, developed and produced by SCT in close collaboration with Linda.  Six of them have won 
Distinguished Play awards from The American Alliance of Theatre and Education, including one I am accepting 
this week in Milwaukee. Over the past several decades plays developed at SCT have won this award more than 
plays from any other theatre in the country. Linda has created a space where writers are empowered to 
transcend what is merely good work and create exceptional art. Whether for herself, her theatre or her 
collaborators, Linda holds the same high standards and demands nothing less than excellence.  
 
 Linda’s inspiring personal history mirrors the meteoric rise of her theatre.  Coming from a family 
background of modest means, she faced some of the darkest fears and shadows any person can face and came 
though them with a sense of humor, joy and optimism that has fueled virtually all of her creative work. In the 
more than 80 plays she has directed in Seattle and all over the world, many feature child protagonists who 
triumph over adversity with courage, dignity and grace. Linda makes plays about child heroes because she was 
one.  Linda believes that every play for young people must contain an element of hope, because hope has 
always been her mantra.  She is a living example of the power of paradox in life and art that comes with the 
ability to embrace fear and courage, joy and sorrow, despair and hope, not as opposites but as manifestations of 
the same life affirming energy.  This understanding lies at the heart of her deep respect for children individually 
as people and collectively as discerning sophisticated audience members. The work of Linda’s theatre goes far 
beyond the usual fare in children’s entertainment.  She has established an ethos for creative work that applies 
just as much to adults as to children. 
 
 



 
  
 
 

Linda Hartzell’s contributions to the field of theatre for both children and adults cannot be 
overestimated. As a Board Member of several of the major theatrical service organizations such as Theatre 
Communications Group and Stage Directors and Choreographers Society, she has earned the respect and 
admiration of working professionals, theatre critics and administrators nationwide. In doing so she has brought 
honor and name recognition to her city and her state.  
 
 On a personal level, those who know Linda well know of her razor sharp intelligence and the breadth of 
her knowledge of literature, politics, philosophy and history even though she sometimes keeps these attributes 
tucked away under a veneer of modesty and self-deprecation. Her generosity is legendary and extends to 
everyone she encounters from the artists on creative teams, to the staff members of her organization, to children 
in the lobby or on the street outside the theatre. All are treated with equal respect and kindness.   
 

Linda Hartzell always puts the theatre and others before herself.  When honors and opportunities for 
praise present themselves she waves them away, asking that the spotlight shine on those around her.  
I sincerely hope that your selection committee will recognize that the fire that illuminates the work of Seattle 
Children’s Theatre starts with Linda Hartzell. I hope you will seriously consider her for a personal Governor’s 
Arts Award, I can think of no one, in your state or in the country, more deserving! 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 





 

*A dramaturg is a person who works to help shape the development of a play from the writing stage through the 
on-stage presentation. 

 

 
 

Linda Hartzell’s Recent Work with Distinguished Playwrights 
For these works Linda was both Dramaturg* and Director 

  

Link to Video Clip Compilation:  http://youtu.be/98E7WHsYQ1Y 

(Please note, due to Actor’s Equity regulations, SCT videos are for archival purposes only,  
so these clips only hint at the quality of the actual productions.) 

 
 

 
A Single Shard, 2011 

By Robert Schenkkan 

 

 
Mwindo, 2015 
By Cheryl L. West 

 

 

James and the Giant Peach, 2013-14 
Book by Timothy A. MacDonald; Words and Music by Justin Paul and Benj Pasek;  

based on the book by Roald Dahl 

http://youtu.be/98E7WHsYQ1Y
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SCT’s Production of Robin Hood is going to New York this fall,  
with a presentation at The New Victory Theater in October 2013.   

Here is a screenshot of part of the web page about the production, highlighting how the work 
of Linda Hartzell brings attention to Seattle and Washington State. 

 
URL here:  http://www.newvictory.org/Show-Detail?ProductionId=6713 

 

 

(Please note:  SCT has produced 110 world premiere plays since 1975, the number above is in error) 

http://www.newvictory.org/Show-Detail?ProductionId=6713
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